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committed in A.D. 1822 by a Wala Kathi outlaw in the
Gir Forest named Bawa Raning. Captain Grant, an
officer of the Indian Navy, had been appointed in A.D. 1813
to the command of a naval force that was formed by the
Gaekwad of Baroda for the suppression of pirates on the
coasts of Kathiawad and Kachh. In A.D. 1820 this naval
force was abolished, as the piracy had been so reduced
that it was not considered necessary to maintain it any
longer, and Captain Grant was then directed to proceed
to Amreli and there hand over the charge of the fleet to
the Gaekwad's representative* He landed at Diu, and
was proceeding inland with a small escort when Bawa
Wala with thirty-five other Kathis attacked him. Being
armed only with a riding-whip he was unable to make
any effectual resistance, and after a sowar had been killed
and a clerk severely wounded, he was captured. Bawa
Wala now came up, and Captain Grant was ordered to
dismount. After a short discussion he was told to mount
again, and the whole band galloped with him into the
forest, where he was kept a prisoner for two and a half
months. He was guarded day and night, and was per-
mitted no chance of escaping. The rainy season was at
its height, but except on one or two occasions when
shelter was obtained in a friendly village the whole time
was spent in the open.

Captain Grant's pitiable case came to the ears of the
Political Agent, who at once took steps through the
Nawab of Junagadh to effect his release. It appeared
that Bawa Wala had been forcibly dispossessed of his lands
by another Kathi more powerful than he, and had become
a " Baharwatia " in consequence. The Nawab induced
the other Kathi to restore his lands to Bawa Wala, who
released Captain Grant on thus obtaining his object.
When found, he was wandering in a field at night in a state
of delirium, covered with vermin, and severely ill with
ague and fever caused by exposure and fatigue. Bawa
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